
Are we not entitled
to reasonable roads?

I have not been happy with the
state of our rural roads for some
years.

I found it ironic to find when I
travelled to Gore, after the recent
icy weather, to find that the grit
that had been applied was in
actual fact far thicker and more
evenly applied than the gravel on
our gravel roads.

In fact "gravel roads" has
become a misnomer where I
live they should be called "clay
roads."

Numerous potholes and soft
patches, and to add insult to injury
a tiny sprinkling of gravel is ap-
plied maybe once a year which is
intermittently spaced along the
road. It makes me wonder where
does the bulk of the reading
budget go?

It makes me think that the
people who make these decisions
do not think we are entitled to
reasonable roads.

I am also concerned that if the
roads are not kept up to a reason-
able standard how long will it be
before they collapse and then
where will the money come from
to start again?

Perhaps somebody in the know
has the answers.
SUE BRUCE
Gore

Gracious losers
Through your paper I would like
to acknowledge the graciousness

and sportsmanship shown by the
Southland rugby team, manage-
ment and supporters following the
Ranfurly Shield loss on Wednes-
day night.

While there was natural disap-
pointment to lose New Zealand
rugby's most prized trophy, the
way the people from Southland
conducted themselves was a credit
to you all.

I hope that when the day comes
for Taranaki to hand the shield on,
we display the same maturity and
humility as the people of South-
land.

We also hope that the Ranfurly
Shield continues to be pride of
place in provinces such as South-
land who appreciate having it.
LINDSAY THOMSON
Chairman
Taranaki Rugby Football Union

Critics envious
I am writing to voice my support
for Carol Cowan, who has contri-
buted through your paper a
wealth of information that is
always backed up by well-
researched facts and substantiated
evidence, unlike that of many of
her critics.

My own knowledge on the sub-
ject is not great but the evidence of
the planet warming is and has
been there for a long time.

In conclusion I would say, keep
up the good work Carol; I think
many of your critics are envious

of your excellent letters on this
subject.
BILL MCDOWELL
Otautau

Boring evening
I would like to convey my disap-
pointment with the Kiln and their
marketing tactics with regards to
their Little Black Dress Party on
Saturday August 20. A group of
friends and I all purchased tickets
to the event under the impression
a lot of tickets were sold.

The Kiln repeatedly made men-
tion on their Facebook page of fast
ticket sales, posts included
messages like "3 days to go hurry
get your tickets only a few left"
and "40 more tickets sold so far
tonight .. . Who's going to miss
out?".

However, after doing a head
count of people during the event's
peak I quickly discovered there
were fewer than the 40 people Kiln
staff had mentioned (excluding
our group from the count would
have decreased that number even
more so).

At a ticket price of $25, I
expected a much more eventful
night; instead we were provided
with a very boring and dragged-
out night.

Our group later decided to try
other bars around town because
we were that bored. I sincerely
hope in the future Kiln manage-
ment don't lure people to an event
with such bait advertising.
JENNY PHILLIPS
Invercargill
I Abridged — Editor

Geography check
Perhaps Neil Boniface needs to
clueck his map of Invercargill or

redo his 7th form geography be-
cause I am sure that Waikiwi and
Grasmere are still part of
Invercargill City.

The electricity network in these
areas is still overhead.
GRANT GRIEVE
Invercargill

Mark the markings
I am astonished and delighted to
see shiny, whiter-than-white road
markings in and around Winton
side streets. Hopefully a few bright
yellow zebra crossings might fol-
low, especially on the Main North
Road. What with various shop
fronts empty in Winton, they
would jazz the place up no end.

I am aware (and sympathise)
with other folk in the district who
are still awaiting repairs to semi-
rural pot-holed shingle roads, but
hey, apparently we are all still
frothing on about The Shield and
the World whatever, so I guess it
all depends where your interests
and priorities lie.
JUDY CLEINE
Winton

Drilling safety
Your correspondent Robert
Guyton (August 26) seeks an absol-
ute assurance the Great South
Basin drilling will not result in an
oil spill along the Southland coast.

Such certainty is rarely achiev-
able in any aspect of human en-
deavour.

However, he has also sought
details on practical steps which
the industry would take to prevent
an accident, and I can help him
there.

I refer readers to a new Drilling
Safety Rule now posted on the De-
partment of ̂ Labour website,

which has beep adopted for use in
New Zealand. '

Go to http://www.osh.govt.nz/
publications/booklets/drilling-
safety-rule/index.html

This rule was developed in the
United States following the Gulf of
Mexico disaster and details
procedures to be followed to en-
sure safe offshore drilling
operations and the prevention of
blowouts.

Ensuring good well design and
good drilling practices are the best
mechanisms to ensure an oil spill
won't occur.

The Minister of Labour recently
announced additional resources to
monitor and inspect offshore drill-
ing operations, and the appoint-
ment of several new petroleum
and mining inspectors to the re-
cently formed high hazards unit
within the Labour Department.
Those staff will administer these
new rules.

So, not an absolute guarantee
that an oil spill won't occur, but
evidence that Government and
our industry take the matter
seriously and have adopted the
latest drilling procedures.
JOHNPFAHLERT
Executive officer
Petroleum Exploration and
Production Association
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