
We can't afford
an oil disaster

The over-riding message from
Shell NZ's chairman Rob Jager is
that production in the Great South
Basin won't be starting for some
time, so people shouldn't be
worried (August 24).

But BP's Deepwater Horizon
was an exploratory rather than a
production rig, and that disaster
has so far cost US$24 billion to try
(unsuccessfully) to undo the dam-
age done by the millions of barrels
that poured into the Gulf of
Mexico.

This country's clean and green
reputation would be lost forever
well before a similar spill was
plugged, or had simply run its
course - 6000 ships were involved
in the gulf cleanup. We would
never muster anything like that
number here.

Mr Jager also claimed that Shell
is "committed to minimising any
potential effect on the environ-
ment" - a laughable assertion,
coming as it does from an oil com-
pany.

The world is frighteningly close
to a state of runaway climate
change, and going to extreme
lengths to get at new supplies of
fossil fuels - including Southland's
lignite, an extraordinarily dirty
and inefficient source of energy -
will only bring us closer to that
point.

The handouts the oil industry
currently gets from the Govern-
ment should go instead to helping
New Zealand enter into the global

clean technology race. Already,
more money is being invested
around the world on renewable
energy generation, than is
invested on fossil fuels.

Southland, which has a wealth
of renewable energy options, is
well placed to capitalise on that.

If we do not act now, New Zea-
land will miss out on our best op-
portunity yet to secure true pros-
perity for ourselves, and those
generations to come.
SIMON BOXER
Climate Campaigner
Greenpeace NZ

Safety isn't certain
Shell NZ's chairman is being
extremely disingenuous when he
likens the sort of drilling that his
company wants to carry out off the
bottom of the South Island, to
Taranaki's inshore oil and gas
industry (Letters, Wednesday).

The deepest well off Taranaki is
under 330 metres of water, and
most are under less than 150
metres.

Shell's permits in the Great
South Basin cover seabed as deep
as 1700 metres.

Given that a diver cannot de-
scend below 200 metres to fix a
gushing wellhead, there's no com-
parison between an inshore Tara-
naki well and a deep-sea oil well.

Mr Jager's management patter
about "modular systems" and
"multi-layered" control systems is

also pretty hollow, when you con-
sider that as he was boasting
about his company's plans, and of
its dedication to the environment,
one of his company's rigs was
leaking oil into the North Sea. It
took Shell nine days to stop that
leak.

That's despite the North Sea rig
being in just 95 metres of water.
The deeper the water, the harder
it is to stop a spill: the oil gushed
from BP's Deepwater Horizon
wellhead in the Gulf of Mexico
(which was under 1500 metres of
water) for four months until it was
brought under control.

It is standard procedure for the
oil industry to promise high safety
standards before an accident, but
then deliver weak excuses when
things go wrong.

In the case of the spill in the
North Sea, one of Shell's technical
directors is quoted as saying: "It
has proved difficult to find the
exact source of the leak because
we are dealing with a complex
subsea infrastructure and the leak
seems to be coming from an awk-
ward place surrounded by marine
growth."

I would imagine that a similarly
bizarre excuse would sound pretty
chilling if crude oil was washing
up on Stewart Island's beaches, for
instance.
JAY HARKNESS
Auckland

Obey dog laws
When I saw the photograph of all
the dog poo left on a grass verge in
the city, I knew I had to write
about this issue again.

We who own dogs need to be
much more responsible in this
matter if we are to hope to have
pur dogs allowed some freedoms.

It can't be very difficult if we are
obeying the law.

Our dogs are not permitted to be
running loose off our properties.
This means, if we are with them,
we must be aware when they have
relieved themselves.

To pick up from your own dog is
surely simple.

Some of the places I find a con-
cern in this matter are the
entrances to the places people
walk their dogs. Places like Sea-
ward Bush, Fosbender Park and
sled dog trails.

Dogs do tend to relieve them-
selves at the start of their run, so
owners should be prepared to re-
move the results.
ELIZABETH C MILLER
Invercargill

Electric service finished
I can assure Grant Grieve (August
29) that my geography is fine.

The fully underground servic-
ing of Electricity Invercargill's
residential areas is now complete.

Electricity Invercargill Ltd does
not own or have any say over
Waikiwi, Grasmere or a small part
of south Invercargill.
NEIL BONIFACE
Chairman
Electricity Invercargill Ltd

Off the beaten track
I was impressed with the photo of
Taiwanese tourist Peter Liu
(August 25), who is one of tens of
thousands of Taiwanese young-
sters who tour the world with
backpack and bicycle.

Every year 9 million Taiwanese
people travel abroad, about 39 per
cent of Taiwan's total population.

Many of them are no longer sat-
isfied with sightseeing in tradi-

tional ways and are looking for an
engaged and authentic experience.

They are willing to take the time
to explore local cultures and scen-
ery, and are happy to get away
from the usual tourist spots in
search of their own experiences.

New Zealand's clean, green im-
age and beautiful landscape are
attractive to Taiwanese tourists
like Peter Liu.

We strongly encourage South-
land tourism operators to target
those well-travelled tourists in
Taiwan, and bring them back
again and again with your spec-
tacular scenery and friendly
people.
CHYICHIOU
Director, information division
Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in New Zealand

Night terrors
I have been having recently a
dreadful nightmare in which a
ghostly voice with a distinct
Aussie accent keeps saying "four
more years boys, four more years

MICK ELLIS
Lumsden
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