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Reduced emissions
won't be immediate

Having heard Andrew Bolt's rude
and interruptive style of inter-
viewing, I am not as inclined as
John Baird (August 27) to believe
what he says.

If Dr Tim Flannery had been
allowed to finish his answer, he
would have said that when other
countries join in reducing their
emissions we will see a reduction
in global temperature.

It will not be immediate, be-
cause even if we stop all burning
of fossil fuels today, it will be
some time before the effect is
noticed because the Earth has not
yet fully responded to our past
emissions.

In July 1997 the average global
temperature was 14.26 degrees
Celsius, in July 2011 it was 14.6C.
Richard Lindzen is thus incorrect,
and he is also incorrect in his
estimates of climate sensitivity -
how much the temperature
responds to an increase of
atmospheric CO2.

Plants in controlled experi-
ments do grow larger with an in-
crease in CO2; however, in real life
when one nutrient is increased
you must also provide an increase
in other nutrients for the plant to
thrive.

In a warmer world plants will
need more water, in particular.
There is also evidence that the nu-
tritional content of many plants
suffers under increased CO,.

Climate models have proven
their accuracy in forecasting cli-
mate change.

Even the simpler models of four
decades ago were able to make
correct predictions, as they are
based on physics, not politics.

We are not relying simply on
computer models though; we have
the evidence of sound observation
and detailed analysis.

Links to the sources I used can
be found at carol360.weebly.com.
CAROL COWAN
Riversdale

Stealing from gravesite
Thank you to the low-life scum
who stole the toy car off my
brothers' grave over the weekend.

The cars were glued down to the
concrete and we don't expect low-
lives to pinch from the dead.

If you really want a toy car that
badly, The Warehouse have them
for $2.70.

Or if you are that desperate,
please contact me and I will gladly
give you a car from Hayden's col-
lection.
ANDREW POPE
Invercargill

A waste of money
I find it very hard to accept the
amount of publicity and money
that has been spent on the emper-

or penguin Happy Feet, which, I
might add, is not even a native
New Zealand bird.

Some of our own endemic pen-
guin species such as the tawaki
(Fiordland crested penguin) get
virtually no funding. Monitoring
has shown this bird is in decline,
and it is desperately in need of
funding to find out why.

Surely that money could have
been better spent on a documen-
tary following a pair of our own
tawaki and their efforts to survive
in a wild environment running a
gauntlet of seals and sea lions in
competition to feed themselves
and young from what could be a
dwindling food source.

It makes no sense to me to re-
lease this Happy Feet still a great
distance from its home after all
the money and time spent for it to
most probably be taken by a New
Zealand sea lion moments after re-
lease.
BARRY HARCOURT
Western Australia

Gone to the hooligans
What has happened to
Invercargill?

I left this city five years ago and
have just returned.

When I left, Invercargill was a
pleasant, reasonably quiet town.

Since I have returned I have not
been able to get a single decent
night's sleep due to the noise.

In fact, I am writing this at 2am
because there is no chance of sleep
with the walls rattling.

Every single day, and especially
at night, I hear the obnoxiously
loud cars with their overly noisy
stereos driving around, with idiots
hanging out of the windows
screaming, yelling and throwing
all manner of objects and abuse.

Has decency and consideration
for others abandoned this city like
so many other places?

I hope that I am wrong and that
I have simply been unfortunate
these past few weeks, but sadly the
evidence seems to point to
hooliganism taking over.
G DUNCAN
Invercargill

Don't insult pigs
We have a pet pig named Precious
Primrose. She does not own a
billiard table. If she did, she would
not pee on it!

A comment on the Queenstown
police Facebook page (August 26)
saying "filthy pig" in response to
the man caught urinating on the
billiard table in a Queenstown bar
is insulting to pigs.

It was human behaviour -
nothing more.

Anyway, what's the problem?
Queenstown is renowned as a

party town.
Isn't that what humans do when

they are partying?
RAY WILLETT
Te Anau

A political release
How ludicrous is it for British and
United States leaders to say they
would like the Lockerbie bomber
back in a Scottish prison, presum-
ably because Gaddafi is a spent
force?

The facts are that he bombed a
plane in 1988 that cost 270 lives.

He was released in 2009 on
"compassionate grounds" because
he was supposedly terminally ill.
In the US he would have 900 years
and never be released.

Is it just me, or do others believe
that the compassionate release

was nothing more than British
Petroleum company's need for ac-
cess to Libyan oil fields?
NOBBYCLARK
INVERCARGILL
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