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Spotlight on local government
   OF course our council always tries to particiæ pate in the democratic process, so Richard King and I travelled to

Christchurch along with all the other mayors and chief executives in the South Island to make a submission regarding the
Government’s proposed reforms to local government.

   Well, what a complete waste of time and money that has turned out to be!

   According to New Zealand Local Governæ ment magazine, the Mayor of Napier has already been informed by the
Minister that the bill will be passed ‘‘as is’’, regardless of what submissions are made. Nonetheless we forced the select
committee to facea few home truths about our council.

   The justification for all these reforms is because local councils do really stupid things, such as the Invercargill City
Council buying a Lotto shop at Bluff. So Richard andI told these 12 MPs exactly what happened.

   During the 1980s and 1990s all four banks at Bluff closed and ships’ crews, local pensioners and tourists couldn’t get
cash because there were no eftpos machines in the port. Council therefore used its Service Centre asa substiæ tute
bank, and within a year we had disbursed $1.5 million in transactions.

   But our Service Centre had virtually no security in place. Then the chairman of the local community board, Rex Powley,
informed us the Post Shop was for sale, so we snapped it up. We then combined a Kiwibank outlet with our local library
and the Service Centre. Okay, so in one corner we have a Lotto machine. So what?

   This initiative should be held aloft and proclaimed asa brilliant example ofa local community solving its own problems.
The shop is bright, colourful and has won numerous awards for innovation and excellent service. The Lotto machine
makes a profit which helps pay for the council Service Centre and library.

   Because Kiwibank and Lotto are owned by central government, it’s also a fine example of coæoperation between the
two arms of governæ ment.

   However, if you insist in attacking us over the Lotto machine, we’ll throw mud back and will insist on a full cost/benefit
analysis of the Skyhawk saga.

   We’ll also demand a Royal Commission report on what idiots in Parliament passed a Building Act that allowed for
leaky homes to be built in this country.

   — Tim Shadbolt is the Mayor of Invercargill
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