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3.1 Streetscape Overview

Existing streetscape
There are four main elements within the streetscape, these include: street 
lighting, surfacing, street furniture, street trees and planting. We have 
looked into these four elements separately in order to identify existing 
issues and come up with design strategies to address these issues. Finally 
we have also written design outcomes to help the ICC to make decisions 
in the Design Stage.

The key outcomes for the future CBD streetscape design are:

• A simple, yet functional streetscape with minimal visual clutter that 
focuses on improving the quality of the pedestrian environment.

• Efficient streetscapes that minimise maintenance costs.

• An inviting, safe and comfortable street environment that 
encourages pedestrians to spend more time in the CBD.

• High quality streetscapes will be limited to the CBD to reinforce its 
limits and visually strengthen the its core area.

Esk Street looking east Esk Street West looking east

Tay Street looking east Dee Street looking north

Don Street looking east Dee Street looking south
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3.1 Streetscape Overview

Street lighting Surfacing Street furniture Street trees and planting

Don Street

Esk Street

Esk Street

Esk Street

Esk Street

Dee Street

Tay Street

Tay Street

Esk Street

Esk Street

The Crescent

Dee Street
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3.2 Street Lighting

Existing street lighting
Main issues with existing street lighting
• The Strand lamps along Dee and most of Tay Streets have a high output 

producing good light coverage but resulting in high energy consumption 
due to inefficient control gears. Currently the fittings that hold the 
ornamental brackets in need replacement and the maroon coloured 
paint on these poles has deteriorated. 

• The custom built poles along Don and Kelvin Streets have been placed 
symmetrically to create a decorative effect, rather than spacing them 
to provide good light levels. The current placement does not provide 
effective light coverage nor energy efficiency.

• Lighting level on Esk Street between Dee and Kelvin Streets are low 
because the ‘ball fittings’ are inefficient in controlling the direction of the 
light. This resulted in both poor lighting levels, low energy efficiency and 
a significant amount of light pollution.

• Dark areas of the pedestrian sidewalk are found throughout the CBD 
owing to the lack of under verandah lighting and the inability of the street 
lights to reflect light under verandahs. There are management and 
maintenance issues with existing under verandah lighting making the 
current system of lighting the sidewalks ineffective.

‘Ball fittings’ in Esk Street Custom built pole with Strand Road lighting luminariesHeritage style decorative lighting

NFig. 3-1 Existing street light locations
Key open spaces excluded
Painted round pole with strand (Dee & Tay Streets)
Painted round pole with strand (Local roads)
Painted hex pole with GL600
Galv. hex pole with GL600
Square concrete pole with GL600
Small round pole with ball fittings
Pedestrian crossing lighting
Other lighting

Rusted fittings hold the ornamental bracket on custom built pole

Tay St

D
ee St

Esk St

Don St

K
elvin St

D
everon St



Page 29Invercargill Central City Revitalisation | Master Plan Report

3.2 Street Lighting

Existing lighting and safety
Our consultation with the community found a direct connection between 
the light level on the sidewalks and perceived safety in the streets and 
public spaces, even though these perceived safety issue may not be 
consistent with the reality, for example, Police records do not show high 
crime rates in low lit areas for Invercargill.

Figure 3-2 illustrates the street lighting performance in the CBD. It shows 
adequate light levels on most of the carriageways except Esk Street 
between Dee and Kelvin Streets. We have also noted low light level in 
numerous locations around the CBD making pedestrian movement at 
night uncomfortable.

Esk Street at night Dee Street at night (outside of Reading Cinemas)

Fig. 3-3 Public reaction to CBD safety

Unsafe during the day
Unsafe at night

Fig. 3-2 Existing street lighting performance Illustration N
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3.2 Street Lighting

NFig. 3-4 Proposed street lighting strategy

Proposed street lighting
Design strategies
Dee and Tay Streets

• Retain existing poles as they are structurally sound and are often 
attached to existing infrastructure, for example, the planters at base 
of the pole and cable between poles to support street decoration.

• Retrofit Strand lamps with new control gears and improve lamps by 
cleaning and repainting them.

• Repaint existing poles, remove existing decorative elements and 
potentially replace existing lamp arms.

• Retrofit under verandah lighting onto existing poles

Esk Street, Kelvin Street and Don Street (between Dee and Kelvin)

• Remove all existing poles and lamps, install new poles and lamps to 
their optimum locations.

Don Street (between Kelvin and Deveron) and Deveron Street

• No change thus visually limit the core CBD boundary.

Key open spaces excluded
Proposed lighting upgrade on Dee and Tay Streets 
(retaining existing poles, retrofit existing lamps)
Proposed brand new poles and lamps
Existing poles and lighting retained

Tay St
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Multi-use of street light polesSimple street lights Back lighting of footpath
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3.2 Street Lighting

Fig. 3-5 Existing Tay Street lighting

Landscape lighting integrated into seating Heritage building lighting

Fig. 3-8 Existing Esk Street lighting

Fig. 3-6 Proposed Tay Street lighting

Fig. 3-9 Proposed Esk Street lighting

Fig. 3-7 Proposed Tay Street lighting at night

Fig. 3-10 Proposed Esk Street lighting at night

Proposed street lighting
Design outcomes
• More efficient street lamps to reduce energy consumption, running 

cost and maintenance cost.

• Optimum pole locations on Esk and Don Streets for efficient 
performance.  

• Better lamps that deliver better street lighting while reducing light 
pollution (spill) to the night sky.

• Better lighting on footpath to improve safety.

• Recessive pole and lamp colours to reduce visual clutter in the 
streetscape.

• Encourage the uplighting of heritage buildings

• Integrate feature lighting into the landscape such as under seat and 
deck lighting.



Page 32 Invercargill Central City Revitalisation | Master Plan Report 

3.3 Footpath Surfacing

NFig. 3-11 Existing footpath surface types

Existing footpath surfacing
The existing paved surfaces within the CBD add to the quality of the 
spaces and streetscape, and have been performing well. The issue is 
less than half of the core CBD is paved. There are three distinctive types 
of footpath surfacing in the CBD:

• Fully paved, mainly clay paving with cut stone insets. Areas include 
Esk Street between Dee and Kelvin Streets, also in some pocket 
parks such as mid-Don Street, in front of ICC building and Civic 
Theatre.

• Asphalt footpath with areas of decorative clay paving. Areas include 
Dee and Tay Streets, Kelvin Street and a portion of Don Street.

• Asphalt footpath. Areas include north side of Esk Street between 
Kelvin and Deveron Streets and a large section of Don Street and 
Deveron Street.

Main issues with existing footpath surfacing
• Some existing paved surfaces have started to deteriorate, including 

broken pavers and uneven surfaces.

• Current paving design is dated and contributes to the visual clutter in 
the streetscape.

• Asphalt surfaces appear tired, dirty and often patched, which 
decreases the quality of the streetscape.  

Visual clutter created when surfacing materials meet Fully paved footpath Mostly paved footpath Asphalt footpath with paving strips Asphalt footpath

Key open spaces excluded
Existing clay paving orange
Existing clay paving gray
Existing concrete paving gray and orange
Existing concrete surfaces
Existing asphalt surfaces
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NKey open spaces excluded
Existing paving retained
Proposed paving
Painting on existing footpath
Existing asphalt retained

Tay Street single laning

Don Street Two-waying

Tay St

D
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Dee Street single laning

3.3 Footpath Surfacing

Proposed footpath surfacing
Design strategies
• Retaining all surfacing on Esk Street between Dee and Kelvin 

Streets, for the short to mid term. Esk Street will eventually be 
upgraded to match all other streets within the core CBD, but this 
should be one of the final stages.

• Retain existing good quality paved surfaces, mainly on the corner of 
Dee and Tay Streets, corner of Tay and Kelvin Streets. These areas 
will eventually be upgraded to match all other streets within the core 
CBD.

• Upgrade all other streets to paved surfaces as per Figure 3-12.

• Areas within specific projects are to be upgraded as part of the 
proposed projects.

Proposed surfacing
Design outcomes
• Use materials that match the existing clay paving palette within 

the CBD streetscape, while considering a stone paving material as 
features.

• A simple design that speaks to the quality, and reduces visual clutter 
in the streetscape.

• High quality paving surfaces should be used to reinforce the core 
CBD limit.

Clay paving with cut stone paving insets

Fig. 3-12 Proposed footpath surface types

Clean contrast between different paving types
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3.4 Street Furniture

NFig. 3-13 Existing seat locations

Existing seating
Main issues with existing seating
• The consultation highlighted a lack of comfortable seating in the 

CBD, especially along Esk Street (refer to Figure 3-13).

• Existing steel bench seating is robust in quality but uncomfortable to 
use, with no back and arm rests.

• Existing colour scheme of maroon and blue contributes to the visual 
clutter in the streetscape. Red based colours also deteriorate much 
faster under the New Zealand sun.

• Existing stone clad art plinths along Esk Street are often used as 
informal seating, but they are uncomfortable and like the steel 
benches, have no back and arm rests.

• The few seats with arm and back rest in the CBD, for example, near 
the ‘Umbrella’ in Don Street, are deteriorating in quality.

Fig. 3-14 Public reaction to CBD seating

Seats needed

Steel bench attached to planters Standalone steel bench Timber seat (Don Street by the ‘Umbrella’ only)

Key open spaces excluded
Steel benches attached to planters
Standalone steel benches
Heritage style seats
Other timber benches and seats

Informal seating space around art pieces
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Key open spaces excluded
Existing planters retrofitted
Existing plinths retrofitted
Proposed stand alone seats
Existing seating retained

3.4 Street Furniture

Proposed seating
Design strategies
• Remove all existing standalone seats that are in poor condition and / 

or lack arm and back rests.

• Install new seats at appropriate locations to ensure sufficient 
coverage.

• Retrofit existing planters under light poles on Dee and Tay Streets 
with better seating options.

• Retrofit existing art plinth on Esk Street to provide additional seating 
options.

Proposed seating
Design outcomes
• Matching seats across the core CBD.

• High quality seats that are ergonomically designed with back and 
armrests.

• Recessive style and colour to reduce visual clutter in the 
streetscape.

• Ensure there are enough seats within the CBD and provide different 
seating options to cater to different age and user groups within the 
community.

• Limit the distribution of new seats to reinforce the core CBD limit.

Fig. 3-15 Proposed seat locations N

Urban seating
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Flexible urban seating
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3.4 Street Furniture

Retrofitting existing planters on Dee and Tay Streets
Design outcomes
• Retain all existing infrastructure, such as cabling and light poles.

• Provide better quality seating options.

• Improve opportunities for planting.

• Keep existing material palette but reduce visual clutter.

• Introduce potential elements for art and branding.

Retrofitting existing stone clad art plinths on Esk 
Street
Design outcomes
• Retain platform for art installation.

• Provide better seating options.

• Introduce potential elements for art and branding.

• Consider the integration of lighting into seating options.

Fig. 3-16 Retrofitted planter concept

Fig. 3-17 Retrofitted art plinth concept

Existing planter with steel bench on Tay Street

Existing art plinth on Esk Street
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3.4 Street Furniture

Unique urban seating

Urban platform seating Unique urban seating

Urban platform seating Urban platform seating

Urban platform seating
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3.4 Street Furniture

N

Existing bins
Main issues with existing bins
• Branded cast iron bins are robust in quality but also expensive to 

replace. 

• The range of non-matching bins creates a visual clutter within the 
street.

• Existing colour scheme of maroon and green also contributes to 
the visual clutter of the streetscape. Red based colours deteriorate 
much faster under the New Zealand sun.

• New bin style appears utilitarian and lacks the high quality feel the 
streetscape needs.

Key open spaces excluded
Branded heritage style bins
Steel slate recycle bins
Steel slate bins

Fig. 3-18 Existing bin locations

Branded cast iron bin and steel slate recycle bin Steel slate bin Built-in bin (Wachner Place)
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3.4 Street Furniture

Proposed bins
Design strategies
• Retain existing cast iron bins on Esk Street, repaint with a recessive 

colour.

• Remove all other cast iron bins in the CBD and reuse them on Esk 
Street where necessary as both rubbish bins and recycle bins.

• Install new rubbish bins in the core CBD at appropriate locations, 
with added recycle bins at key locations.

Design outcomes
• Have matching rubbish and recycle bins on Esk Street by utilising 

existing cast-iron bins, to enhance the heritage feel of the street.

• Have matching rubbish and recycle bins on all other core CBD streets. 
Ensure new bins are simple, functional and visually recessive.

• Introduce potential elements for art and branding.

• Limit the distribution of new bins to reinforce the core CBD limit.

N

Twin bins Bin with city brandingSingle timber slate bin

Key open spaces excluded
Existing branded bins repainted and 
relocated
Existing branded bins repainted and 
relocated as recycle bins
Proposed bins
Proposed recycle bins
Existing bins retained

Fig. 3-19 Proposed bin locations
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3.4 Street Furniture

NKey open spaces excluded
Cycle racks (multiple bays)
Cycle stands (single stand)

Fig. 3-20 Existing cycle rack locations

Multi-bay cycle rack in front of the libraryLight poles are used as cycle stands on Don Street Single D shaped cycle rack

Existing cycle racks
Main issues with existing cycle racks are:
• Existing multi-bay cycle racks appear utilitarian and lack the high 

quality feel the CBD should have.

• Most single D shaped cycle racks either lack capacity or are in 
locations that are hardly used by cyclists.

• Existing colour scheme of maroon contributes to the visual clutter 
in the streetscape. Red based colours also deteriorate much faster 
under the New Zealand sun.

• There is a lack of cycle racks on Don Street, particularly in front of 
the SIT building. Currently bicycles are parked against street light 
poles and raised grass plinths.

• The multi-bay cycle rack in front of the library is heavily used, but is 
located in the best micro-climate and associated waiting space. During 
the consultation it was suggested that this cycle rack be relocated 
nearby to free up this space for a pocket park.
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3.4 Street Furniture

Proposed cycle racks
Design strategies
• Remove all existing cycle racks and replace them with simpler more 

contemporary racks that merge seamlessly with the streetscape.

• Install additional cycle racks at key locations.

• Install cycle storage facilities at key locations to encourage bicycle 
use within CBD.

• Introduce small scale cycle rental services to encourage tourists 
to cycle within the CBD and to other key locations in the city, for 
example, the Museum and the ‘Green Frame’.

Design outcomes
• Matching cycle racks across the core CBD.

• Simple contemporary cycle racks that fulfil the functional needs and 
reduce visual clutter in the streetscape.

• Improved distribution to encourage cycle use.

• Limit the distribution of new cycle racks to reinforce the core CBD 
limit.

NFig. 3-21 Proposed cycle rack locations
Key open space excluded
Existing cycle stands retained
Proposed cycle stands (Each dot 
represents a group of three stand 
alone cycle stands)
Proposed cycle storage with 
possible cycle hire

 C

 C

 C

 C

 C

 C
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Unique cycle racks Simple cycle racks Bicycle locker
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3.4 Street Furniture

NKey open spaces excluded
Branded cast iron bollards (D300) 
Branded bollards (D180)
Other bollards

Fig. 3-22 Existing bollard locations

Small bollards and chains on street cornersLarge bollards on street cornersLarge bollards on Esk Street to separate traffic and pedestrian

Existing bollards
Main issues with existing bollards are:
• Existing colour scheme of maroon contributes to the visual clutter 

in the streetscape. Red based colours also deteriorate much faster 
under the NZ sun.

• Bollards found on street corners are considered unnecessary as 
these corners all have proper kerb and channel.

• Large cast iron bollards work well in front of key heritage buildings 
however they are expensive to replace.
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NKey open spaces excluded
Branded cast iron bollards (D300) retained
Branded bollards (D180) retained
Other bollards retained
Proposed bollards on Don Street

3.4 Street Furniture

Proposed bollards
Design strategies
• Remove all bollards on street corners where there are kerb and 

channel.

• Retain large cast iron bollards in front of key heritage buildings - 
repaint them so they are integrated into the new streetscape.

Design outcomes
• Reduce visual clutter in the streetscape by removing most of the 

unnecessary bollards and painting the remaining bollards with a 
recessive colour.

• Only use bollards where it is necessary to demarcate pedestrian and 
vehicle movement.

• Limit the distribution of new bollards to reinforce the core CBD limit.

Fig. 3-23 Proposed bollard locations

Simple bollards
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N

Existing pedestrian weather shelters
Main issues with existing shelters are:
• There is a general lack of pedestrian weather shelters in the CBD 

and most of them are designed to stop wind not rain. 

• Overhead covers appear utilitarian and poorly maintained, which 
reduces the visual quality of the overall streetscape.

• Existing colour scheme of maroon contributes to the visual clutter 
in the streetscape. Red based colours also deteriorate much faster 
under the New Zealand sun.

Fig. 3-24 Existing pedestrian shelter locations

Wind shelter and barrier on Kelvin Street Overhead cover outside the Cinema on Dee Street

Key open spaces excluded
Existing wind shelters
Veranda and overhead cover
Pedestrian shelter locations identified in CBD 
Outline Action Plan
Pedestrian shelter locations identified during 
public consultation (intersections)
Pedestrian shelter locations identified during 
public consultation (Esk Street)

Fig. 3-1 Public reaction to CBD crossing

Shelter needed

Fig. 3-25 Public reaction to CBD crossing

3.4 Street Furniture
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Proposed pedestrian weather shelters
Design outcomes
• Keeping people dry and sheltered from the rain and wind (mostly 

Southwestlies) at key locations.

• The shelters should be designed to visually integrate into the 
existing environment and avoid conflicting with existing buildings and 
street structures, such as existing buildings, verandahs, traffic lights 
and street lights.

• The shelters should be designed to be flexible, so that they can be 
adapted for use in multiple locations, for example, to fit into a State 
Highway environment or the mid Esk Street environment.  

• The shelters should be designed to work as a single standalone 
unit as well as having the ability to be joined in a line to make a long 
sheltered area.

• Need to fit in the middle of a 7 to 9 metre wide central island on the 
State Highway.

• The shelters could be used within green spaces such as the 
‘Bowling Green’ to create shelter for park users.   

• The shelters should be designed to have the ability to be connected 
back-to-back or back-to-front to create a rectangular area that could 
cross a space such as Esk Street, Don Street and the future outdoor 
market. 

Other design requirements
• The shelter should integrate lighting design. 

• The shelter should be removable and / or relocatable. 

• The shelter could integrate sound and music.

• The shelter could integrate live feeds from ICC, event promotion or 
SIT art.

3.4 Street Furniture

Fig. 3-26 Proposed pedestrian shelter locations NKey open spaces excluded
Proposed pedestrian weather shelters
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Fig. 3-27 Proposed Esk Street shelter concept Fig. 3-28 Proposed Esk Street shelter concept
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3.5 Street Trees and Planting

Existing street trees and planting
Street trees
Existing street trees’ growth in the CBD have been limited by strong 
winds. Mature and large established street trees are hard to find within 
the CBD area. The most significant trees exist within private property such 
as the St Johns Church on Esk Street. The cherry trees along Esk Street 
were highlighted during the public consultation as being enjoyed by the 
community, but people have also voiced the need for more threes and 
planting in the CBD.

The existing trees in the central medians along Dee and Tay Streets help to 
visually reduce the width of the corridor.

Planting
Existing planting in the CBD is fragmented and lacks uniformed design. 
Most substantial areas of planting are found in the central medians along 
Dee and Tay Streets, which is a mix of exotic and native species. 

Overall there is a general lack of ‘green’ in the streetscape, especially in 
pedestrian concentrated areas such as Esk Street.

Oak trees in Wachner Place Trees in central median of Tay StreetCherry tree on Esk Street

NKey open spaces excluded
Street trees in footpath
Street trees in road median

Fig. 3-29 Existing street tree locations
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3.5 Street Trees and Planting

Proposed street trees and planting
Street trees
The Invercargill City Council have significant experience in which tree 
species do well within the CBD’s environment, hence it is important that 
the future designers collaborate with ICC parks officers on the tree and 
plant selection for street upgrades and open space development. This 
is an important process because the council staff have to maintain the 
planting, so it is essential they are involved in all decisions regarding 
planting, general design and material selection. During the community 
consultation many comments focused on greening the CBD. The Master 
Plan responded to these comments and created concept designs that 
focused on creating green spaces, which include lawn areas for people to 
gather and meet as well as new street trees and planting. 

Vine screens and cages
Invercargill has laneways with tight spaces, planting areas close to 
rooflines and services under footpaths that may limit the planting of trees. 
In these spaces where there is a requirement or interest to have vertical 
planting that has height and scale, vines can be used. The advantages 
of vines is that they often grow faster than trees and can work around 
underground services. They also add colour to the streetscape and need 
minimal structures to gain significant height. Vine structures could be 
considered in laneways, around the large cable poles on Dee and Tay 
Streets.      

Planting Species
Future street planting could focus on creating a planting palette that is 
unique to the Southland area and visually ties, not only the CBD open 
spaces and streetscape together, but integrates the CBD into the greater 
open space environment with a focus on the greenbelt and the coastal 
environment. These ideas will have to be tested with the Council and the 
community before being developed further. 

Vine cage built-in with street light pole Use large trees to visually reduce width of the street

Fig. 3-30 Proposed street tree locations NNKey open spaces excluded
Retained street trees in footpath
Retained street trees in road median
Proposed street trees
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