
 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BLUFF COMMUNITY BOARD HELD IN THE BLUFF 
SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION, 10 ONSLOW STREET, BLUFF ON MONDAY 

10 FEBRUARY 2014 AT 7.00 PM 
 
 
PRESENT: Mr R Fife (Chair) 
 Mrs W Glassey 
 Mrs G Henderson 
 Mr G A Laidlaw  
 Mrs P Young 
 Cr R R Amundsen  
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Cr D J Ludlow 
 Mrs P M Gare – Director of Environmental and Planning Services 
 Mr J Youngson – Manager Environmental Health Services  
 Mr T Boylan – Planning Manager 
 Mr R Pearson – Roading Manager 
 Mr R Pagan – Parks Manager 
 Mr S Ridden – Manager Corporate Services 
 Mr S Tonkin – Manager Building Regulation Services  
 Mrs H Williams – Service Centre Manager 
 Mrs N Allan – Assistant Manager Bluff Service Centre  
 Mr L Beer – Bluff Publicity/Promotions Officer 
 Ms L Kuresa – Committee Secretary 
 
 
1. APOLOGY 
 

Cr I L Esler.  
 

Moved W Glassey, seconded G Henderson and RESOLVED that the apology 
be accepted. 

 
 Moved W Glassey, seconded G Laidlaw and RESOLVED that the Minutes of 

the Public Excluded Session held on 18 November 2013 be taken under Urgent 
Items in the Public Excluded Session.  

 
 
2. PUBLIC FORUM  
 
2.1 Omaui Landcare Group 
 
 John Collins and Malcolm Loan were in attendance to speak to this Item. 
 
 Mr Collins and Mr Loan tabled the Strategy Document January 2014 and took 

the meeting through it, copies of which are available from Secretarial Services. 
 
 In response to questions, the following answers were given: 
 

1. We have a member on the Trust Board.  They provide some financial 
assistance and as we apply for further funding we expect that they will offer 
assistance with what projects we have.  The main benefits we get out of 
being part of that Trust is funding and the expertise that they have.  

 
2. We would expect funding applications to be made for separate projects.  

 



 

 

3. We are using the same baits and are looking at a poisoning programme 
which is likely to be 1080, although we’ve got a lot more work to be done in 
terms of consultation.  The Strategy document does talk about 1080 and it is 
different to what the Bluff Hill Trust has got in place.  Our timing is quite 
fortunate in that the Department of Conservation has announced over the 
last week that it will use 1080 within conservation areas.  I’m not sure as to 
what extent we can piggy-back on that but we do have some positive 
feedback from the Department of Conservation Officers that they want to 
support our initiative.  

 
4. We only have preliminary costs at this stage and I don’t think we want to get 

into what the costings are because we have been relying on the Department 
of Conservation developing those for us.  They have given us some 
preliminary estimates but we’re not in a position to bring those out.  That will 
come soon as part of the consultation process and we are expecting the 
optimum time will be in the spring, so we’re working on the consultation 
process and funding application.   

 
 The Chairman thanked Mr Loan and Mr Collins for their presentation to the 

Board and said they were doing a good job.  He congratulated them on what 
they had done and said the Board would offer what support it could in achieving 
their goals.  

 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18 NOVEMBER 2013  
 
 Moved G Henderson, seconded Cr Amundsen and RESOLVED that the 

minutes be approved as a true and accurate record.  
 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING 
 
4.1 Workshop on Standing Orders 
 
 The Chairperson thanked Mr King for facilitating a Workshop on Standing 

Orders, held on 20 January.  It was very informative and the Board had learnt a 
lot from it. 

 
4.2 Christmas Function  
 
 The Chairperson said the Christmas Function was well attended and everybody 

enjoyed the evening.  He thanked everybody who made it a success. 
 
 
5. REPORT OF THE BLUFF PUBLICITY/PROMOTIONS OFFICER 
 
 The report had been circulated and Mr Beer took the meeting through it.  
 
5.1 Bluff Oyster and Food Festival Funding Applications  
 
5.2 Bluff “Where the Journey Begins” Brochure 
 
5.3 Bluff Events Calendar 
 
5.4 Southland Express 
 
5.5 Bluff 2014 Entrance Project  



 

 

 Mr Beer informed the meeting on a matter that was not included in the report in 
relation to the Up & Over Bluff Hill Grunt.  He said they had been talking to 
various bodies, including Sport Southland about possible dates for this event 
and with the Mountain Bike Club about combining one of their events with this 
event.  They were still continuing with discussions about this event and hoped to 
have some positive news about it in the next couple of months.   

 
 In response to questions, the following answer was given: 
 

1. Our website is www.bluff.co.nz. 
 

2. The dates for the Up & Over Bluff Hill Grunt has not been confirmed yet but 
it has been suggested that it could possibly be held on 8 November 2014.  

 
Moved P Young, seconded G Laidlaw and RESOLVED that the report be 
received.  

 
 
6. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF WORKS AND SERVICES  
 
 The report had been circulated.  
 
6.1 Bluff Tour of Inspection  
 
 Mr Pearson took the meeting through the report.  
 
 In response to questions, the following answers were given: 
 

1. Mr Peter Robinson is the Senior Network Manager Otago Southland from 
NZTA who manages the state highway area and he looks after highways 
through to Milford.  He is the person who controls and manages the area in 
Bluff and his consultants are OPUS who carry out engineering works, 
evaluations or traffic count programmes etc. 

 
2. I would have liked to be able to give you a detailed technical explanation in 

relation to changing the speed limit signs for that area, and I will try and get 
him (Peter Robinson) to attend a future Board meeting so that the Board can 
voice their concerns.  

 
3. All the streets that we are planning to seal are shown on the map. 

 
4. The Council is responsible for mowing up to the boundary and then beyond 

that it’s the property owner’s responsibility and in this case it’s South Port’s 
responsibility.  The foreshore comes up quite a long way into there so we 
are maintaining up to the edge of that boundary.  From a roading 
perspective our responsibility is to maintain the verge up to a certain point 
and beyond that it’s hard to maintain due to rocks and the like.  It’s not 
necessarily our responsibility, but I understand that it is important who 
actually maintains the foreshore.  

 
5. We have spoken to South Port but we’ve never had much success in 

encouraging them to have a look along Foreshore Road where the footpath 
is and clearing it.  Before the last Oyster and Food Festival we were 
convinced by the previous Board to tidy the area by topping the grass. 
Unless it is the Council’s responsibility we try and look for somebody else 
(those responsible) to do it.  We will go back to South Port but it’s that grey 
area between who owns what and who is responsible for it.   

http://www.bluff.co.nz/


 

 

I understand from a Board’s perspective that you want it done, but at the 
end of the day, we are struggling with having enough funding to do it.  In the 
past the Periodic Detention people have been used to assist in those areas, 
but there are times when organising those teams to do it can be difficult. 

 
6. My fundamental problem is when the budget runs out I can’t do the work 

that needs to be done.  We do mow quite a few sections in Bluff for 
whatever historical reasons, I do wonder if that might be better spent to clear 
those sections of the visible foreshore or along the highway you have 
concerns about.  We mow about the same number of sections in Bluff as we 
do in Invercargill as a whole so when we look at the number of properties in 
Bluff, there’s quite a significant number mowed in comparison.  I’m not trying 
to push away the problem but perhaps we need refocus on what we actually 
do and what the Board wants the Council to work on.  I am happy to work 
with the Board on that. 

 
7. What I would like to do is put some of the things on this list in a different 

order and to try and complete some.  For instance, we can clear the sumps 
and then about two days later after a storm it needs cleared again.  It’s a 
matter of talking it through with the Board to try and identify when it finishes 
and how to agree to remove them for the list. 

 
8. The sumps get cleaned six monthly and that’s when they “clean out” the 

boxes.  There is generally no need for them to be cleared any more 
frequently than that because they have a lot of storage inside them. If 
anybody does see a sump that needs cleared you need to ring the Council 
and tell us.  

 
9. We would like householders, as good community citizens to mow their 

frontage.  We own the frontage and if they don’t mow it then we will come 
and mow it.  We do that three times a year so it’s not terribly aesthetic 
looking.  We would be happy to mow all of Bluff, however it will incur or 
require a special rate from the residents to achieve that.  To be fair we get 
around 9% compliance across the whole of the city where people want to 
mow their frontages and it’s hard on the 90% who don’t. 

 
10. My understanding is that it’s an old historical agreement (relating to the 

mowing of frontages) prior to the formation of one city amalgamation and a 
number of those areas were mown by the Bluff Borough Council.  I’m more 
than happy to cease that action and put the money spent somewhere else if 
you want to do that, but my point is we mow as many sections in Bluff as we 
do in Invercargill.  I am more than happy to work with the Board to approach 
those people and be supported by the Board by having a Board member to 
come along and knock on the door with a Council staff member.  We can get 
a lot more traction that way. 

 
Moved W Glassey, seconded G Henderson and RESOLVED that the report be 
received.  

 
6.2 Bluff Hill 
 
 Mr Pagan took the meeting through the report.  
 



 

 

 In response to questions, the following answers were given: 
 

1. The pine trees do soak up a lot of water and we are hoping in time that 
when get the native vegetation it will do that as well.  You will always have 
that even if the pine trees were planted again you will be waiting 15 years for 
them to get to a size that it would start taking water out and then another 15 
years at the most, or less than that, and you’ll be felling the trees down and 
starting again. 

 
2. When we look at the drainage we’ll be making sure those contours are right 

and we keep them serviced.  We can’t do anything underground unless we 
know where there’s water or if we knew there was a spring somewhere, we 
may be able to tap into that.  If we knew where it’s coming from we can try 
and convert it.  We are trying to cut it off and obviously attempts have been 
made in the past to try and cut it off by installing those contours.  These 
drains will only be affected when we have really heavy water.  Most of your 
water problems are the ones that go in, hit that rock material and then move 
under the ground and then come out where it’s broken somewhere. 

 
3. We’ve had some staff down several times at Lagan Street when it’s raining 

to see if there’s a definite path where water is coming from.  
 

4. The only ditches up there are the water races and they are going to be 
GPS’d and the ones on the far side of the hill has had some work done 
where Bond Contracts reinstated those.  Some on this side of the hill still 
have to be reinstated, but some of those ones that need to be reinstated are 
from the slope that’s going over the other side of the hill and not coming 
back towards Lagan Street.  Those races will be reinstated but more for 
historic reasons than anything.  It’s not our intention to drain the hill.  Bluff 
Hill has been cleared many times and regrown.  Unless the Board wants put 
in a submission and change the policy on native vegetation, if the hill is 
completely drained that will change the whole ecology of the hill and make it 
a dry area as opposed to the natural wet area that it is. 

 
5. The rabbit population is massive in all the urban environments but it doesn’t 

meet the economic importance from Environment Southland’s point of view 
to tip the scale.  Currently Environment Southland can’t tell us how to solve 
that problem.  We have monitored some of the plants we’ve had before and 
we’ve had really good success rates in a lot of the areas, and there may 
have to be some pest control but it’s very limiting to what we can do 
because it’s a public area.  Some of the methods we’ve used in the past are 
less acceptable but it’s something we will have to take on board. 

 
6. We have implemented fire banks several years ago, particularly in Lagan 

Street, where the trees were almost touching the houses as they were 
planted right up the back boundary.  We went and took a strip of the pine 
trees out around there before the felling.  That was to give some relief if 
there was a fire on Bluff Hill.  There are no fire banks there and the area 
around the back of the neighbouring property will be kept opened and there 
will be tracks around there so that we continue to spray the gorse and clean 
out the ditches.  From the back of Lagan Street and Pierce Street there’s 
access in some of that area and that’s relatively cleared across the back of 
those sections.  That’s why we don’t want to get a lot of vegetation planted 
in that area and as far as the Marae, it virtually finishes there from our point 
of view because it becomes private land beyond the Marae. 

 



 

 

Moved G Laidlaw, seconded G Henderson and RESOLVED that the report be 
received.  

 
 
7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
 
 The report was tabled and the Chairman took the meeting through it.  
 
 
7.1 2014 Bluff Community Board Bursary 
 
 The Chairman informed the meeting that there was a very high standard of 

applicants for the 2014 Bluff Community Board Bursary with three bursaries 
awarded as follows:  

 
  Kaukiterangi Blair who is studying towards Health and Science Degree at 

Otago  University. 
 

  Bonnie-Bell O’Donoghue who is studying towards a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology and Education at Otago University 

 
  Riki Nyhon who is studying towards a Bachelor of Commerce – Majoring in 

Information Science at Otago University. 
 
 He said of the previous recipients, one had been renewed and the other two 

would be renewed subject to receiving satisfactory results.  He wanted it noted 
that Dr Michael Stevens was awarded a grant through the Marsden Fund, to 
carry out research on regional histories of Maori economics and transnational 
linkages. His case study would be Bluff from year 1800-2000 and would focus 
strongly on the interplay between economics, place, and community formation. 

 
 Moved R Fife, seconded W Glassey and RESOLVED that the three recipients 

of the 2014 Bluff Community Board Bursary Award be approved.   
 
7.2 Commemoration of the Sinking of the HMS Neptune 
 
 The Chairman informed the meeting that Board members attended a ceremony 

at the Bluff Maritime Museum to commemorate the 72nd Anniversary of the 
sinking of the HMS Neptune which lost all but one of their crew.  The Board laid 
a wreath at the Memorial at the Museum. 

 
7.3 Bluff Water Distribution Upgrade 
 
 The Chairman said he spoke to Alister Murray, Water Services Manager who 

informed him that some lower areas in Bluff needed to have undersized 
galvanised pot work removed and replaced with 100 mm diameter watermain.  
Approval had been given for Doyle and Gore Streets north of Suir Street and 
the balance of the other streets would be going out for competitive tender to 
ensure a good price.  They hoped to have the work completed by the end of 
April and then look at commissioning the two pressure zone systems and 
engage in the stage of investigating and repairing the leaky hill reservoir.  He 
said not a lot had changed since the last Board meeting, but work was slowly 
moving ahead.  

 



 

 

7.4 Bluff Tour of Inspection 
 
 The Chairman informed the meeting that he was looking at scheduling the Bluff 

Tour of Inspection on Wednesday 12 March with the date and time to be 
confirmed.   

 
7.5 Omaui Hill Track 
 
 The Chairman said that Cr Esler spoke on this matter at a previous meeting.  

The Omaui Track Trust would be putting together a funding document for this 
project which included ten letters of support which was to construct a track from 
the Omaui Scenic Reserve to the top of Omaui Hill.  The track would then loop 
down the hill on the eastern side and re-join the main track at around the 
halfway point up the hill.  Cr Esler was requesting a letter of support from the 
Board for this project to go ahead.   

 
 Moved G Laidlaw, seconded P Young and RESOLVED that a letter of support 

be provided to the Omaui Track Trust to set up a walking track in the Omaui 
Reserve project on behalf of the Board.  

 
7.6 Bluff 2024 Rejuvenation Trust Letter 
 
 The Chairman informed the meeting that the Board had received a letter from 

the Bluff 2024 Rejuvenation Trust in relation to the speed limit being reduced to 
70 km/h on state highway as discussed earlier by Mr Pearson, due to the fact 
that it was a safety issue.  This matter would be investigated further as 
Mr Pearson had reported earlier.   

 
Moved R Fife, seconded W Glassey and RESOLVED that the report be 
received.  

 
 
8. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  
 
 The report had been circulated.  
 

Moved G Henderson, seconded Cr Amundsen and RESOLVED that the report 
be received.  

 
 
9. URGENT BUSINESS  
 
 Nil.  
 
 
10. PUBLIC EXCLUDED SESSION  
 

Moved W Glassey, seconded P Young and RESOLVED that the public be 
excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

 
(a) Confirmation of Minutes of Public Excluded Session of Meeting held on 

18 November 2014  



 

 

 
The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is 
excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and 
the specific grounds under Section 48(1)(d) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as 
follows: 

 
General subject of 
each matter to be 
considered 

 Reason for passing 
this resolution in 
relation to each matter 

 Ground(s) under 
Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

     
(a) Minutes of 

Meeting held 
18 November 
2014  

 To protect the privacy of 
natural persons, 
including that of 
deceased natural 
persons 

 Section 7(2)(a) 

 
 
 
 

 


