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SUMMARY 
 

Council has heard those submitters wishing to speak to their submission and has had the 
opportunity to consider written submissions. A decision is now sought on the Outdoor 
Stadium proposal. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That Council donate to the Southland Outdoor Stadium Trust (SOST) the sum of 
$400,000 conditional upon: 
 

 SOST using the donation to repay the Community Trust of Southland loan in full 
and final settlement; 

 The Invercargill Licensing Trust making a donation to repay the Pacific Dawn 
Limited loan in full; 

 SOST transferring the Stadium to the ownership of the Invercargill City Council 
or its nominee; 

 The Council selling by licence the rights to half of the corporate boxes to Rugby 
Southland for a term sufficient to extinguish the current debt owed by Southland 
Outdoor Stadium Trust to Rugby Southland; 

 Rugby Southland entering into a lease arrangement with the Council for use of 
the Administration offices at the Stadium at a yearly rental of $35,000 pa. 

 The existing management agreement involving Rugby Southland and the 
Stadium being extinguished. 

 
 

IMPLICATIONS 
 

1. Has this been provided for in the Long Term Plan/Annual Plan? 

No 

2. Is a budget amendment required? 

Dependant on the decision made by Council. 



 

3. Is this matter significant in terms of Council’s Policy on Significance? 

No, this matter is not significant under the Council’s Policy on Significance and 
Engagement, although it has a relatively high degree of significance and public 
interest. 

4. Implications in terms of other Council Strategic Documents or Council Policy? 

No. 

5. Have the views of affected or interested persons been obtained and is any further 
public consultation required? 

Submissions have been received and those who wish to speak have been heard. 

 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Financial implications of each option are included in the consultation document. 
 
 

SOUTHLAND OUTDOOR STADIUM TRUST 
 
The Southland Outdoor Stadium Proposal was publicly notified for submissions on Saturday 
31 January 2015 with the closing date for submissions being 13 February 2015.  
175 submissions were received, including two after the close of submissions and 14 people 
requested to be heard. 
 
Three reasonable practicable options for responding to the circumstances surrounding the 
Southland Outdoor Stadium were identified and included in the consultation document. 
 
Option 1 -  Status quo – No Council involvement in the Southland Outdoor Stadium.   
 
Option 2 - Council offers the Community Trust of Southland $400,000 in full and final 

settlement of the debt owing by the Southland Outdoor Stadium Trust.  The 
Southland Outdoor Stadium Trust transfers ownership of the Stadium to the 
Council in exchange for Council taking over the debt of approximately 
$740,000 currently owing to Rugby Southland under the management 
contract. 

 
Option 3 -  Council makes a one-off grant of $400,000 to the Southland Outdoor Stadium 

Trust to settle the Community Trust debt.  Council also makes an ongoing 
grant of $290,000 per year to Rugby Southland for the ongoing running and 
maintenance costs of Rugby Park.  Rugby Southland would take over 
ownership of the Stadium.   

 
The submissions received to the proposal were split between Options 1 and 2, with slightly 
more submitters in favour of Option 2. No submissions in support of Option 3 were received. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
After considering the debating the submissions received, it is recommended that Council 
make a decision on the Southland Outdoor Stadium Proposal. 
 

  


